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Marksville Pottery Patterns

Choctaw stickball player
Painted by George Catlin, 1834
Image Source: Rob Ferguson Jr., Wikimedia Commons

Coastal shell middens remain as evidence
of the thousands of oyster dinners enjoyed
by early settlers on the Pearl River.
Image Source: NOAA

Arrowhead found in Logtown, 2x actual size.
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The first settlers of these lands arrived long before the Europeans,
about 2,000 years ago, during the Marksville Period. The first
peoples had wide trade contacts, distinct art forms, and
well-organized villages, and relied on the surrounding forests and
waters to supply their needs. From 1100 to 1700 CE, the
Mississippian Period expanded to include the tribes who inhabited
these woods, fishing and collecting oysters, and planting crops.
The entire tribe would often travel in the fall and winter hunting
season, and return in springtime.
The Pearl River was the western boundary of the Choctaws,
which reached to the Tombigbee and Pascagoula Rivers at the east.
Near village sites throughout the Hancock County marshes, shell
middens were built over centuries from discarded oyster shells,
broken pottery, and fragments of tools and household items.
There was an Acolapissa (or Colapissa) village reported to be near
this site, with huts made of pine bark, earth, and mud, sometimes
covered with palmetto leaves. They had a round temple at which
they gathered morning and evening, with wooden likenesses of
birds at the portal, and kept small figures of dragons, snakes,
and toads locked inside chests within the structure. Both men
and women were tattooed with willow ash rubbed into pinpricks
over their faces and arms.
After the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit in 1831, tribes ceded close
to 11 million acres, and were moved to territory west of the
Mississippi River. Many Choctaw Indians stayed in Mississippi, and
counted among their eight tribal communities are the
Pearl River and the Bogue Homa.

